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SUBJ: YEMEN MILITARY COUP 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANAA 01171 141208Z 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


(C) SANAA 1169 
KUWAIT PASS DOHA, MUSCAT 

1. SUMMARY: COMMAND COUNCIL CHAIRMAN COLONEL HAMDI 
SUMMONS AMBASSADORS OF SECURITY COUNCIL PERMANENT 
MEMBERS TO ASSURE THEM OF COMMAND S COMPLETE CONTROL 
OF COUNTRY AND ITS INTENTION RESPECT INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS. SAYS COMMAND COUNCIL TOOK OVER AT 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS' REQUEST TO RECTIFY A DETERIORATING 
SITUATION. RESPONSIBILITY TO BE RETURNED TO CIVILIAN 
GOVERNMENT AS SOON AS NATION'S AFFAIRS RESTORED TO PROPER 
PATH. MEANWHILE, COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO REMAIN IN 
OFFICE BUT CONSTITUTION QTE SUSPENDED UNQTE AND CONSULTATIVE 
ASSEMBLY QTE FROZEN UNQTE. REGIME BROADCASTING 
MARTIAL MUSIC, MILITARY COMMUNIQUES AND EXPRESSIONS OF 
SUPPORT. LATTER DO NOT YET IMPRESS US AS INDICATING 
UNQUESTIONING ACCEPTANCE NATIONWIDE. END SUMMARY. 

2. CHAIRMAN OF YEMEN'S NEW COMMAND COUNCIL SUMMONED 
AMBASSADORS OF FIVE PERMANENT SC MEMBERS 11:00 AM 
LOCAL JUNE 14. HAMDI WAS FLANKED BY COLONEL YAHYA 
MUTAWAKKIL, WHO IS YARG'S AMBASSADOR IN CAIRO AND WHO 
WE TENTATIVELY IDENTIFY AS A POLITICAL CONSERVATIVE. 

3. DURING PREPARED REMARKS AND IN QUESTIONS WHICH HE 
AFTERWARDS WELCOMED, COL. HAMDI SAID COMMAND COUNCIL 
HAD TAKEN POWER IN YEMEN AND NOW IN COMPLETE CONTROL OF 
COUNTRY. THIS NOT A MILITARY COUP. COMMAND COUNCIL 
HAD BEEN ASKED TO ACT BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO 
RECTIFY A BADLY DETERIORATED POLITICAL SITUATION 
IN COUNTRY. WHEN SITUATION HAD BEEN RESTORED, 

RESPONSIBILITY WOULD BE RETURNED TO AN EFFECTIVE AND 
CAPABLE CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION. IN MEANWHILE, COMMAND 
COUNCIL WISHED ASSURE ALL STATES FRIENDLY TO YEMEN THAT 
IT WOULD RESPECT INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS, BILATERAL 
AND MULTILATERA). CONTINUING SUPPORT AND FRIENDSHIP 
OF THESE STATES SOUGHT AND WOULD BE RECIPROCATED. 

SUBVERSION AND DISRUPTION OF SECURITY WOULD NOT BE 
TOLERATED. FOREIGN EMBASSIES WOULD RECEIVE ANY ADDITIONAL 
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PROTECTION DESIRED. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMAND COUNCIL TO 
REMAIN SECRET SINCE NO PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED BY 
REVEALING MEMBERSHIP OF A BODY WHICH WOULD SHORTLY 
BE SELF-DISSOLVING. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS TO REMAIN IN 
BEING. CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY, FOLLOWING RESIGNATION OF 
ITS PRESIDENT SHAIKH ABDULLAH BIN HUSSEIN AL-AHMAR, NOW 
QTE FROZEN UNQTE AND CONSTITUTION QTE SUSPENDED UNQTE. 
COMMUNIQUE TO THIS EFFECT TO BE ISSUED LATER IN THE DAY. 
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NO THREAT ANTICIPATED FROM TRIBES IN NORTH OR ELSEWHERE. 

THESE NOW PLEDGING SUPPORT TO COMMAND COUNCIL. WITH 
PDRY, YARG WOULD SEEK RELATIONSHIP BASED ON MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING AND NEGOTIATION. (QUESTION ON WHETHER 
UNITY TALKS WOULD CONTINUE WAS PARRIED.) NATIONAL 
AIRPORTS HOPEFULLY TO BE REOPENED IN DAY OR TWO. 

4. AFTER MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF PERMANENT 

SC MEMBERS BROKE UP, HAMDI RECEIVED EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR. 

WE NOTE THAT CC COMMUNIQUES HAVE BEEN ESPECIALLY WARM 
TOWARD SAUDI ARABIA AND EGYPT. THIS REFLECTS REGIME'S 
NEED FOR SUPPORT OF MAJOR ARAB POWERS IN CASE PDRY 
SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF PRESENT SITUATION TO 
ACT MILITARILY. 

5. RADIO SANAA BROADCASTING TELEGRAMS OF SUPPORT FOR 
COMMAND COUNCIL, MAINLY FROM MILITARY AND SECURITY OFFI- 
CIALS IN MAJOR CITIES AND IN TOWNS SOUTH OF SANAA, PAR- 
TICULARLY IN YAR-PDRY BORDER AREAS. WITH MINOR EXCEP- 
TIONS NO TELEGRAMS OF SUPPORT FROM TRIBAL SHAIKHS AND 
NONE FROM NORTH OF SANAA, EXCEPT GOVERNOR OF SA'ADA. 

MANY OF TELEGRAMS THIRD-RATE MESSAGES FROM INDIVIDUALS AND 
INSIGNIFICANT OFFICIALS. MAJOR ONES ARE FROM HODEIDA 
(MILITARY AREA COMMANDER, AIR FORCE AND NAVY COMMANDERS), 

TAIZ (GOVERNOR, MILITARY AREA COMMANDER AND SECURITY 
HEADS), AND CENTRAL FORCES (CONSTABULARY) IN SANAA. 

6. SANAA AND TAIZ ARE UNDER TIGHT AND EFFECTIVE MILITARY 
CONTROL. WE THINK IT TOO SOON FULLY TO CREDIT HAMDI'S 
ASSERTION THAT THREAT FROM TRIBES HAS DISSOLVED. 

MILITARILY WHAT HAPPENED IN SANAA TAKEOVER IS NOW 
CLEAR. WITH CONTINGENCY PLANS OBVIOUSLY PREPARED LONG 
IN ADVANCE, HAMDI USED CIVILIAN LEADERS' REQUEST THAT HE 
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DEPLOY ARMED FORCES TO DEFEND SANAA TO EMPLACE THEM 
IN KEY POSITIONS WHERE THEIR CONTROL WAS SWIFTLY CONVERTED 
TO A TAKEOVER OF GOVERNMENT. ABSENCE OF THE OTHER TWO 
KEY MILITARY COMMANDERS OF COURSE FACILITATED THIS AND 
ENABLED HAMDI CARRY OUT HIS COUP WITHOUT AS FAR AS WE 
AWARE A SINGLE SHOT BEING FIRED. 

7. JUST PRIOR TO MEETING DESCRIBED IN FOREGOING, HAMDI'S CHIEF AIDE 
HAD INFORMED ME PRIVATELY THAT COUP DEDICATED TO CLOSER 
RELATIONS WITH WEST. THIS PLUS HAMDI'S MESSAGE BOTH 
PERSONAL AND OFFICIAL THROUGH FONMIN ASNAG LAST NIGHT 

(REF C) LEADS US TO REASONABLY FIRM CONCLUSION THAT 
HAMDI VIEWS HIS ACTION AS A CORRECTIVE NECESSITY ON 
PART OF MODERATE RIGHT NATIONALIST ELEMENTS. THAT 
SAUDI ARABIA HAS APPARENTLY MADE SAME READING INDICATED 
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BY SAG STATEMENT THROUGH ROYAL DIWAN EXPRESSING 
WARNING AGAINST EXTERNAL INTERVENTION IN YEMEN (I.E. 

FROM PDRY) AND WISHING COUNTRY SECURITY AND STABILITY 
(FBIS L132150). THIS APPARENTLY FIRM SAUDI SUPPORT IS 
OBVIOUSLY OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE TO HAMDI 
SINCE IT PRESUMABLY IMPLIES INTER ALIA THAT SAG WILL KEEP 
AL-AHMAR AND TRIBES FROM CARRYING ON CONFRONTATION 
WITH COMMAND COUNCIL. 

CRAWFORD 
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